
 

Administrator Gina McCarthy Houston Visit 

 

Issue:  San Jacinto River Waste Pits Superfund Site, Harris County, Texas  

 

Background/Status: The Site includes a set of impoundments built in the mid-1960s for disposal of 

paper mill pulp wastes containing dioxin. In 2008 the Site was added to the National Priorities List 

(NPL) and in 2009 EPA issued a Unilateral Administrative Order to International Paper Company and 

McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corporation, the Potentially Responsible Parties for the Site, to 

conduct a Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study. A Superfund time-critical removal action was 

completed in July of 2011 to place an armor rock cap to prevent the further release of dioxins into the 

environment. A compromised area of the cap was discovered and repaired in December 2015. 

 

Message:  

 Completion of the Site investigation and assessment of cleanup alternatives is expected this year. 

The Record of Decision, which selects the Site remedy, will follow in 2017. The near-by community 

believes that the contaminated material should be removed from the San Jacinto River. 

 The EPA co-leads a Site Community Advisory Committee, including the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality, Harris County, the Port of Houston, Galveston Bay Foundation, Texans 

Together, and the Potentially Responsible Parties. 

 The Community Advisory Committee was developed in 2011 as part of the Community Engagement 

Initiative’s efforts to improve stakeholder participation. The group has met frequently to update all 

site issues focusing on the technical work as well as addressing community concerns including 

health and safety. The group has also provided elected officials briefings. 

 

Contact:  Carl Edlund, Director of Superfund Division, 214-665-8124 
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